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Georg Dertingsr returned from "loscow with s Hussian promise that the
pourgeois parties, especially the CDU, would be czonsidered trusted
#llies by the Soviets and would raceive special assignments within

the Cramewcrk of Russian {oreigpn policy. It was empnasized that the
DDR was not aad will not becors s People's Democracy of the Balkan
type.* ALccordingly when the SED attacks on Hickmann and Rohner** were
launnched, both Dertlinger and Otfo Nischlke regarded them as bagatelles.
SubsequentLy SeRepew ggalll assurea Nusciaie (uan tue 0sScow Line
ealls for full support of the CDU. The attacks, however, continued
and grew more violent, so that Nuschke folt obliged to sesk assist-
ance from Wilhelm Pleck. The latter steited that this was & local
Saxon matter and that he had no information concerning it. Nuschke
was unabl2 to convact walter Ulbricht so he tricd to have the zonal
antifa Bloc convened,

)

rans Pahlon {SED) raplicd that his Porty had stiempted to call &
Bloc meeting early in Januvary to congider this wvary problem of
political attacks on certain party functionaries, but that the CDU
and LDP had turned down the SED propossl. It is scarcely surprising,
said Dablem, that the people themselves are now ses~king action alter
the failure of the parties., The SED, in sny cese, wiil make no
effort to halt the public attecks on (D77 leaderss it is up to the
CDU to heed the will of the peouple., Daldlem emphasized that the SED
is in no way respornsible for the campalgn which is based solely on
public feeling and thatl the Soviets are not connected with it
either directly or indirectly. [Nuschke bthen attewmpied to contact
other Soviet officiaslsz, whercupon he was dispatched by Pieck to
Eniaroff's funeral in éofiau*“*

The actual SED motivation, as revealed bv| |nibricht,
is somewhat different. During his solourn in Moscow Ulbricht re-
ported on the dangers to the National Front from the "mediumesized®
functionaries of the bourgeols parties. According to this thesis

the Ysmall® officials in villazges and tosns are completely under
iocal SED control, and the top zonal oflicials of the bourgecis
parties are completely sold out to the S8D, seo that only the
bpiddle=-size" officials (ir Lend Ha. and in large cities) are
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capable of resistance to the SED program. Jlbricht clsimed that
the top bourgeois ieaders have a very poor reputation in West
Germany, whereas the "middle-sized" functionaries are regarded as
honest men and the true spokesmen of the bourgeols parties. With
the motto, "National Front", these officlals are sabotaging the
SED line by actually propagandizing a policy of German neuirality
between Fast and West. It 1s reported that Tlbricht convinced his
"gscow superiors of the validity of his srgument and was given a
free hand to deal with the bourgeols ssboteurs. He was warned,
however, that the campaign must not appear to be a child of the
SED, and that the SFED itself must quell the sentiment in its own
rerks that rejects the natioralism of the "National Front" as in=-
coempatible with Leninisa.
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|Commgn§: Professor Hugo Ilickmann and liinister Rohner
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of Land Saxony.

t: Die ielt, 26 January 1950, reports that final
CLU action will be held up pending Huschke's return from Sofila,
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